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SUMMER FIELD REPORT, June-July 2016
Compiled by W. Ross Silcock
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653
silcock@rosssilcock.com

INTRODUCTION
This was a routine summer, if there is such a thing. Items of interest
involved some rarities, most of which were distributional and temporal, some range
changes, and a few issues that triggered more discussion than usual.
The only mega-rarity was Nebraska's second Swa.llow~tailed Kite; this
species has apparently moved northward on the Great Plains in the last couple of
years. Distributional rarities included the 3rd record for the east of Long-billed
Curlew, a White-eyed Vireo in Cherry Co, the 2nd fall Yellow-throated Vireo record
for the Panhandle, the 6th Cherry Co record for Purple Martin, and the 5th and 6th
Tufted Titmouse records in Jefferson Co. Temporal rarities were a Dunlin that was
state record early by 2 days in Knox Co, the 3rd Jun record ofBlackburnian Warbler,
and a record late Black-throated Green Warbler.
Interesting actual or potential changes in ranges involved possible breeding
Mississippi Kites in Kearney and Omaha, probable breeding Red-shouldered Hawk
in Jefferson Co, American Avocet nesting eastward in Rock Co, two reports of Barn
Owl in the northeast, and the second breeding record for the state of Sage Thrasher
in Sioux Co.
Issues discussed in the species accounts are the situation with American
Black and Mottled Ducks and their apparent hybrids and other similar-looking
possibilities, the continuing nesting success of Osprey, including a nice congruence
of power company and Osprey interests, the apparent discernment of two Marbled
Godwit migratory populations in Nebraska, and discussions on distribution of five
rather common but patchily-distributed species: Sedge and Marsh Wrens, Vesper
Sparrow, Eastern Meadowlark, and GreaMailed Grackle.
ABBREVIATIONS
ad: adult
BBS: Breeding Bird Survey
BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co
Cem: Cemetery
CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co
ConL: Conestoga L, Lancaster Co
Co(s): County(ies)
CPBS: Cedar Point Biological Station, L Ogallala, Keith Co
CSP: Chadron SP, Dawes Co
EEDs: Expected Early Dates
ELDs: Expected Late Dates
FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co
fem: female
GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Knox and Cedar Cos
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HCR: Harlan County Res, Harlan Co
ICSP: Indian Cave State Park, Richardson/Nemaha Cos
imm: immature
Jack Sinn: Jack Sinn Memorial WMA, Saunders and Lancaster Cos
juv: juvenile
L: Lake
LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co
LO: L Ogallala (includes contiguous Keystone L), Keith Co
LSWNP: Lincoln Saline Wetlands Nature Park, Lancaster Co
m. ob.: many observers
NC: Nature Center
NM: National Monument
NLB: North Lake Basin WMA, Seward Co
NNF: Nebraska National Forest
NVP: Niobrara Valley Preserve, Brown, Keya Paha, Rock Cos
NWR: National Wildlife Refuge
PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co
PRSP: Platte River SP, Cass Co
PSP: Ponca SP, Dixon Co
RA: Recreation Area
Res: Reservoir
RWB: Rainwater Basin, including parts of Phelps, Hamilton, York, Clay, Fillmore,
and Thayer Cos
SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Denton
SHP: State Historical Park
SL: Sewage Lagoon(s)
SP: State Park
SRA: State Recreation Area
WHNC: Wildcat Hills NC, Scotts Bluff Co
WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area
WP: Wilderness Park, Lincoln
WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area
OBSERVERS
AJo: Adam Jones, eBird
AG: Alan Grenon, Seattle, WA
AVe: Alan Versaw, eBird
AG!: Andy Glidden, eBird
BBr: Barbara Brown, Kearney
BS: Becky Steidl, eBird
BHe: Ben Heppner, Lincoln
BR: Ben Ream, eBird
BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City
BM: Brian Moody, eBird
BP: Brian Peterson, Omaha
BRe: Brian Reichert, eBird
BSc: Brian Schmidt, eBird
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CCr: Charlotte Croshaw, Fremont
CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue
CLa: Connor Langan, eBird
CVD: Cynthia Van Den Broeke, Lincoln
DL: Dan Leger, Lincoln
DVe: Dan Versaw, eBird
DHo: Daniel Horton, eBird
DH: David Heidt, Norfolk
DRy: David Rymal, eBird
DSt: David Stage, Omaha
DWi: David Willard, eBird
DMy: Dollyann Myers, eBird
£Jo: Earl Johnson, eBird
£Bo: Edward Boyd, eBird
£Ra: Edward Raynor, Lincoln
EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue
EWo: Eric Wood, eBird
EJa: Esa Jarvi, Lincoln
GR: Gary Roberts, Fremont
GRi: Gene Ricks, eBird
GWa: Glenn Walbek, eBird
GW: Gordon Warrick, eBird
JHa: James Haver, Gothenburg
JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield
JSS: Jason St. Sauver, Lincoln
JDe: Jerry DeBoer, eBird
JB: Jessie B, eBird
J&LS: Jim & Linda Swenson
JM: Jim Mountjoy, eBird
JO: Jim Ochsner, Ogallala
JSt: Jim Stasz, eBird
JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln
JSc: John Schukman, eBird
JG: Joseph Gubanyi, Denton
JHi: Justin Hill, eBird
JR: Justin Rink, Omaha
KVS: Karen Viste-Sparkman, eBird
KFr: Kate French, eBird
KCR: Kathleen Crawford-Rose, Bellevue
KD: Kathy Delara, Mitchell
K&MO: Ken & Mary Ostermiller, eBird
KSh: Ken Shuster, Fremont
KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney
KPi: Kim Pierce, eBird
LR: Lanny Randolph, Minden
LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln
LCa: Lea Callan, eBird
LFe: Linda Ferring, eBird
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LRu: Linda Rudolph, eBird
MH: Mace Hack, Omaha
MS: Marie Smith, Gering
MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton
MR: Mark Robbins, eBird
MLa: Mathieu Langlois, eBird
MB: Matt Beisel, eBird
MSh: Matt Shurtliff, Omaha
MW: Michael Willison, Lincoln
MLe: Mike Leite, eBird
NR: Neal Ratzlaff, Omaha
PMH: Peter M. Hill, Whiteclay
RSa: Rick Sammons, Kearney
RS: Rick Schmid, Omaha
RLo: Robert Long, eBird
RH: Robin Harding, Minden
R&KH: Roger & Kathleen Hom, eBird
RHo: Ron Hoff, eBird
RKl: Ron Klataske, eBird
RB: Russ Benedict, Pella, IA
SRt: Ruth Steams, Lincoln
SQ: Susan Quinn, Nebraska City
SMa: Sam Manning, Omaha
SB: Scott Buss, Norfolk
SSC: Shari Schwartz, Lincoln
SKr: Steve Kruse, Lincoln
SM: Steve Morris, Grand Island
TG: Tom Gannon, Lincoln
VRo: Vanya Rohwer, eBird
VC: Virginia Clark, North Platte
WF: William Flack, Kearney
WWH: Walt Wagner-Hecht, eBird
WK: William Kaempfer, eBird
WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA
ZWa: Zeke Watkins, eBird

SPECIES ACCOUNTS
Greater White-fronted Goose: This species occurs rarely in summer: singles were
in Jefferson Co 23 Jun (CNK) and York Co 9 Jul (JGJ).
Snow Goose: Reports were routine of this uncommon summer visitor central, rare
elsewhere.
Cackling Goose: As with Greater White-fronted Goose, this species is rare in
summer; the only report was of one at ConL 13 Jul (LE).
Canada Goose: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident.
Trumpeter Swan: A pair at the southerly breeding location near Ravenna had
success again this year; the ads and one cygnet were present 5 and 31 Jul (WF).
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Wood Duck: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and central,
uncommon west.
Gadwall: Reports were routine of this common breeder north-central and Sandhills,
uncommon south-central, rare casual elsewhere.
American Wigeon: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant,
statewide spring migrant; ELDs are I 0-11 Jun.
American Black Duck/possible hybrid: Following a report 31 May at Jack Sinn
(LE) of a dark bird treated in the Spring Report as an American Black
Duck/Mottled Duck, a similar bird was seen about 4 miles farther east 7 Jun
(MW). Photos of the latter bird were inconclusive, but it seems likely these
sightings were of the same bird. There are several hybrid possibilities that
could result in a dark Mallard- or American Black Duck-like bird (JGJ).
Mallard: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide spring migrant and
common statewide breeder.
Blue-winged Teal: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide spring migrant
and uncommon, locally common, statewide breeder.
Cinnamon Teal: None were reported of this locally uncommon breeder west, rare
casual elsewhere.
Northern Shoveler: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant,
statewide spring migrant and locally common breeder north-central, rare
elsewhere.
Northern Pintail: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, statewide
spring migrant and uncommon, locally common statewide breeder.
Green-winged Teal: Nine males in Clay Co 18 Jun may have been non-breeders
(JGJ); there are only about 5 breeding records for the RWB.
Canvasback: This species is a rare to locally uncommon breeder in the western
Sandhills; there were 3 reports 2-6 Jun from Garden and Cherry Cos (CNK,
RHo, DMy, ERa).
Redhead: The 98 in Clay Co 18 Jun (JGJ) is not unprecedented; although confirmed
breeding in the RWB is rare, large numbers of presumed non-breeders are
found there on occasion during Jun and Jul.
Ring-necked Duck: The only report was of a straggler in York Co 1 Jun (LE); ELDs
are 6-7 Jun.
Lesser Scaup: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, statewide
spring migrant; ELDs are 12-17 Jun.
Bufflehead: None were reported of this common, locally abundant statewide spring
migrant; ELDs are 29 May-1 Jun.
Hooded Merganser: This species is a rare summer visitor east and central; 4 were
near Mullen 17 Jun (MH).
Common Merganser: There are several Jun-early Jul records from LO in recent
years, too early to be molt migrants, and more likely lingerers from the huge
numbers that migrate through the LM area. This year there were 6-7 at LO 13
Jun-8 Jul (JGJ).
Ruddy Duck: A fem in Douglas Co 29 Jul (JR) may have been a non-breeder;
Ruddy Ducks do not breed until their second summer. Breeding-plumaged
males in suitable breeding habitat suggests breeding; the fems may be on eggs.
Three males at BOL I Jul (LE) and one in Madison Co 19 Jul (WF) may have
been examples.
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Northern Bobwhite: At the northwest edge of the range were 2 at Merritt Res,
Cherry Co, 5 Jun (KPi). This species may be more common in central
Nebraska than in the east; finding one in Douglas Co 15 Jul eliminated one
observer's nemesis (JR).
Gray Partridge: The only reports were from locations about 50 miles apart in
southern Knox and southeastern Cedar Cos, an area where numbers of partridge
have been low since about 2010. One was near Winnetoon 5 Jul (MB); the
observer noted "it has been several years since I have found Gray Partridge in
Knox County". Encouraging were the pair with 6 young northwest of Laurel,
Cedar Co, 22 Jul, "the first time I have seen partridge in this area for over I 0
years." (DSt).
Ring-necked Pheasant: Reports were routine of this fairly common, locally
common, statewide resident.
Sharp-tailed Grouse: Encouraging were several reports from the northeast part of
the range in Keya Paha, Brown, and Rock Cos (m. ob.), with best count 14 at
Hutton Sanctuary, Brown Co (JSc).
Greater Prairie-Chicken: This species is rare to absent over most of the Panhandle,
with the few recent reports from Sheridan Co, where there are only 4 reports
since 2006. Only the 5th report for Sheridan Co was the 3 birds about 20 miles
south of Gordon 7 Jun (CNK).
Wild Turkey: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, statewide
resident.
Common Loon: Summering imms are expected on western reservoirs and lakes, but
reports in the east are rare after the ELDs 30-31 May. An imm at Verdon L,
Richardson Co, 4-24 Jun (BP, JGJ, SQ) was only the second Jun report from
the east.
Pied-billed Grebe: Reports were routine of this common regular breeder Sandhills,
fairly common elsewhere.
Horned Grebe: None were reported of this fairly common statewide spring migrant;
ELDs are 4-5 Jun.
Red-necked Grebe: Tantalizing was the presence of two breeding-plumaged birds
at LO through May (Spring Report); however, subsequent reports were only of
single birds through the Summer period (m. ob.). Perhaps the spring birds were
both males?
Eared Grebe: Reports were routine of this common regular spring migrant central
and west, fairly common east, and common regular breeder north and west, rare
east.
Western Grebe: One at Yankee Hill Res, Lancaster Co, 3 Jul (SMa) may have been
the same single that was at BOL 11 Jun through the period (MW, ERa, LE); if
so, it provided only the I 0th report from the east from late Jun-Aug.
Clark's Grebe: This species is regular in low numbers during summer on LM,
where it breeds; as many as 5 (6 Jul, LRu photo) were present 2-14 Jul (BP,
RSt). The only other report was of one at Oliver Res, Kimball Co, 6 Jun (JDe),
presumably a tardy migrant.
American White Pelican: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common,
summer visitor central and west, uncommon elsewhere.
Double-crested Cormorant: This species is rare in mid-summer (late Jun-early Jul)
in the southeast (except for BOL); EEDs for fall are 11-12 Jul, and so an

116

The Nebraska Bird Review

Vol. 84 No. 3

apparent breeding-plumaged bird in Dodge Co 5 Jul (CCr photo) was
unexpected. As many as 16 (I Jul, LE) summered at BOL (m. ob.).
American White Pelican: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common,
summer visitor central and west, uncommon elsewhere.
American Bittern: This species is a fairly early migrant in spring and so Jun reports
away from the expected breeding range (north, west, RWB) are indicative of
breeding. A flyover in Sarpy Co 16 Jun (SMa) and two calling at Peru Bottoms
WMA, Nemaha Co, 5 Jun (WRS) were possibly breeding. Confirmed breeding
is not often reported, but ads with two young were in Holt Co 10 Jul (SB).
Least Bittern: There were a number of reports of this usually elusive species from
several locations in the southeast and in the western Sandhills. Reports were
indicative of excellent water conditions: 1-2 were at Jack Sinn through at least
10 Jul (m. ob.), and singles were at NLB 1 Jun (LE), Wood Duck WMA,
Stanton Co, 8 Jun (WF), Blyburg L, Dakota Co, 11 Jun (BFH), LaP!atte
Bottoms, Sarpy Co, 19 Jul (AG), and Louisville SRA, Cass Co, 30 Jul (MSh).
That CLNWR was "littered" with Least Bitterns 7-8 Jun (fide JGJ) is indicative
of excellent habitat there.
Great Blue Heron: Reports were routine of this locally common breeder west and
central, uncommon east.
Great Egret: Reports were routine of this common summer visitor east and central,
rare west.
Snowy Egret: None were reported of this uncommon summer visitor central, rare
elsewhere.
Little Blue Heron: The only report for the Spring and Summer periods was of an ad
in western Seward Co 1 Jun (LE).
Cattle Egret: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, summer
visitor east and central, rare west.
Green Heron: This species is rare in the northwest and Panhandle; thus an edge-ofrange report was of one at Bridgeport SRA 21 Jun (VRo, LCa). There are two
other reports from Bridgeport and one from Scotts Bluff Co. Northwesterly
were singles in Greeley Co 29 Jun (WF) and Wheeler Co 15 Jun (WF).
Black-crowned Night-Heron: Two at the Kearney 1-80 Westbound Rest Area in
Buffalo Co 5 Jul (CLa) were likely early fall wandering non-breeders; this
species does not breed until 2-3 years of age.
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: The only reports of this rare summer visitor to the
southeast and south-central were of singles at NLB I Jun (LE) and at Harvard
Marsh 18 Jun (JGJ).
Glossy Ibis: The only report of a conclusively-identified Glossy was of one with 11
White-faced Ibis in western Seward Co I Jun (LE).
White-faced Ibis: ELDs for spring are I 4-18 Jun where not breeding; early fall
migration dates are not well known. Five in York Co 9 Jul (JGJ) were likely
migrants; summering birds were not reported there. A flock flew over Seward
Co 25 Jul (TG).
Turkey Vulture: Reports were routine of this locally uncommon statewide breeder.
Osprey: Last year's initial breeding success led to success again this year; the nest
below Keystone Dam, Keith Co, had 3 nearly-fledged young 8 and I 5 Jul (JGJ,
RSt), and the Scottsbluff nests at the North Platte River bridge on Highway 92
and at the Western Sugar Factory both fledged at least two young (KD). At a
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third Scotts Bluff Co site, according to Kathy DeLara: "The pair that attempted
to nest just off Highway 26 and Spring Creek Road west of Scottsbluff last year
tried again this year. The nest once again blew off the pole in a storm. They
started to build a second nest, even though it was late in the season, on a
Roosevelt Public Power pole on Berggren Road. RPPD took it down and ...
put up a nesting platform for them. I didn't see any activity on the platform
until just recently and they have put some sticks on it. I saw one of them
carrying sticks to it on August 19th but haven't seen them since (KD)." One
hunting in Dakota Co 11 Jun (BFH) may have been a tardy (non-breeding?)
migrant, while the 4 at Fort Robinson SHP, Dawes Co, 30 Jul (AJo) were likely
a family group that perhaps bred in Wyoming. ELDs for spring are 5 Jun (3
times), and EEDs for fall are 12-13 Aug.
Swallow-tailed Kite: Apparently part of a significant influx of this species to the
Great Plains was one photographed near Kearney 25 Jul (fide JGJ). This is
Nebraska's second modern documented record. Northerly sightings of this
species have increased in the past few years, and there have been several
sightings from neighboring states this summer, including one at the Hitchcock
Hawk Watch in Pottawattamie Co, Iowa.
Mississippi Kite: No reports were received from Nebraska's kite capital, Ogallala,
but there were interesting developments elsewhere.
Summering birds
continued at Imperial, where up to 3 were present 28 Jun-12 Jul (JGJ, BRe);
there have been kites at Imperial since 2011. A new site is Kearney, where up
to 4 were seen near 27th St and First Ave 10 Jun-6 Jul (BM fide KS, m. ob.).
No breeding was confirmed, although one was "plucking leaves" 12 Jun (KS).
Far to the east, in Omaha, 2 birds were seen around 122nd and Center 10-13
May (RS) and 2 again 16 Jul (RS). No breeding evidence was noted, but the
timing is suggestive of breeding; EEDs for fall migrants are l 0-16 Aug.
Bald Eagle: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide breeder (except
southwest), and uncommon statewide summer visitor.
Northern Harrier: This species is a rare, locally uncommon, breeder statewide,
although most summer reports are from the Panhandle, Sandhills, and RWB.
This summer was no exception, although a male dropping food to a fem that
then dropped into a wheat field near Roscoe 7 Jun was indicative of a pair
feeding young at the edge of the Sandhills (TJW).
Sharp-shinned Hawk: This species is a rarely-reported low density breeder in the
central Niobrara River Valley; thus of interest was a report from Fort Niobrara,
Cherry Co, 21 Jun (JSt, EBo).
Cooper's Hawk: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder.
Red-shouldered Hawk: Following reports from two locations this spring, reports
from a third location, Rose Creek WMA, Jefferson Co, were encouraging for
this rare breeder. One was recorded 3 Jun (SSc) and another very vocal bird
was there 27 Jul (TJW).
Broad-winged Hawk: Although breeding is not often documented, Broad-wings are
reported every summer in the southeast. This summer, reports were from 5
locations 14 Jun-25 Jul, including Lancaster (EJa), Washington (SSc), Douglas
(JR, BR, SMa), and Sarpy (SMa) Cos.
Swainson's Hawk: This species breeds almost statewide, but less-than-annually in
the far southeast. Reports in Washington Co 5 Jun (LCa) and Pawnee Co 6 Jun
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(SQ) may have been tardy migrants, but singles in Webster Co 14 Jul (GWa)
and Lancaster Co 27 Jul (MBe) may have been breeding locally.
Red-tailed Hawk: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder.
Ferruginous Hawk: Reports were routine of this uncommon breeder west,
southwest, and north.
Golden Eagle: Reports were routine of this uncommon western resident.
Virginia Rail: Two reports from the southeast, 30 Jul at Jack Sinn (LE) and 31 Jul at
LSWNP (BHe photo), were ofjuvs; these were likely early migrants. Previous
EEDs for fall were 8-12 Aug.
Sora: As with Virginia Rail, late Jul reports of Sora are likely early fall migrants;
there were 7 reports from the southeast beginning 17 Jul (m. ob.) in this
category. Data is accumulating suggestive of fall migration beginning in midJul with EEDs 12-17 Jul. However, Sora is a likely breeder anywhere in the
state, although uncommon in the southeast. Reports suggestive of breeding
were of singles at Harvard Marsh 18 Jun (JGJ) and LS WNP 29 Jun (CVD).
American Coot: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant breeder
north-central, fairly common elsewhere. Users of eBird will notice that this
species is listed as "American Coot (Red-shielded)"; David Sibley has
discussed this at http://www.sibleyguides.com/2011/03/the-caribbean-cootin-north-america/.
Sandhill Crane: Breeding has occurred at Chet and Jane Fleisbach WMA, Morrill
Co, since 2005; this year a pair with a colt was seen there 2 Jun (JGJ). There
were several reports without evidence of breeding, although a pair in York Co
18 Jun and 9 Jul (JGJ) were suggestive, as was a pair in Knox Co 27 Jul (MB,
photo). Singles, likely non-breeding wanderers, were reported in Saunders Co
26 Jul (LE), Rock Co 3 Jun (JSc), and Dawson Co I Jul (TJW).
Black-necked Stilt: Routine reports were from traditional locations in Garden and
Sheridan Cos (BP, J&LS), but the first RWB nesting since 2011 involved a pair
at Sinninger WPA, York Co. A nest with 4 eggs was found 18 Jun, and, based
on the actions of the ads, young may have been present 9 Jul; however, the area
had dried out by 28 Jul and so the outcome is unknown (JGJ).
American Avocet: What appears to be the easternmost nesting record known in the
north was one with 4 eggs southeast of Bassett in Rock Co 22 Jun (AGI photo,
fide JGJ). Migrants appear as early as mid-Jul, many of which are likely failed
breeders; 9 in breeding plumage were at Scottsbluff SL 7 Jul (KD photo). A
drive across Highway 2 on 22 May yielded no avocets on traditionallyoccupied ponds adjacent to the highway; water levels were high, inundating
exposed shoreline (WRS).
Black-bellied Plover: None were reported of this uncommon, locally common,
statewide spring and fall migrant. ELDs in spring are 14-21 Jun and fall EEDs
are 25-28 Jul.
American Golden-Plover: None were reported of this locally common fall migrant
east and central, uncommon west. EEDs for fall are 8-11 Jul; such early
migrants are ads, of which there are only 21 records.
Semipalmated Plover: Reports were routine of this fairly common fall migrant east
and central, uncommon west.
Piping Plover: Reports of interest away from known breeding areas were of one on
a chute sandbar at Hamburg Bend WMA, Otoe Co, 12 Jul, thought to be

YQl. 84~N~o~-~3,_____ _~T=h=e~N_e~b_r_as_k_a_B_1_·r_d_R_e_v_ie_w________
11~9
"wandering rather than breeding in the area" (SMa photo, BR), and 2 on a
South Platte River sandbar between Brule and Big Springs in Keith Co (VRo,
LCa). Best fall tally was the 15 at the Niobrara River mouth, Knox Co, 27 Jul
(MB).
Killdeer: The 340 at ConL 29 Jun (LE) was 3rd-highest summer count on record
after 1012 and 750, both in the RWB.
Mountain Plover: None were reported of this fairly common breeder extreme
southwest Panhandle.
Spotted Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide breeder and
fairly common statewide spring and fall migrant.
Solitary Sandpiper: One in Dawson Co 26 Jun (LR, RH) was rather early; EEDs for
fall are 24-25 Jun.
Greater Yellowlegs: One in Cherry Co 18 Jun (ERa) became one of 15 overall
records 6-18 Jun; these are likely one-year-old birds that didn't complete
migration. Fall EEDs are 22-24 Jun.
Willet: One in York Co 18 Jun was likely a "southbound migrant" (JGJ); there are 3
other previous dates 15-20 Jun, and EEDs for fall in non-breeding locations are
23-26 Jun. An easterly breeding record was of an ad with a flightless chick in
Holt Co 10 Jul (SB).
Lesser Yellowlegs: Four in Clay Co 18 Jun (JGJ) were rather early fall migrants;
previous EEDs for fall were 16-19 Jun.
Long-billed Curlew: Easterly limits of the Sandhills breeding range are not well
known, but records suggest they occur east to Brown, Rock, and Holt Cos.
Hutton Sanctuary, Rock Co, hosted 1-2 birds 1-2 Jun (RKI, JSc ). Only the 3rd
all-time record for the East was of one at ConL 23 Jul (LE details).
Upland Sandpiper: The 38 on the Sumner BBS route, mostly in Dawson Co, 26 Jun
(LR, RH) was a good count; previous highs were 36-40.
Hudsonian Godwit: There are only 3 documented fall records. This species
migrates in fall along the Atlantic Coast; the few interior records are of juvs.
Marbled Godwit: Telemetry studies suggest that mid-continent North American
breeding Marbled Godwits consist of two separate migratory populations
(Olson: The Biogeography of Marbled Godwit (Limosa fedoa) Populations in
North America 2011). Breeders in the Dakotas winter on the Atlantic Coast
and tend to migrate in Apr; the apparently few Nebraska breeders are likely part
of this population. However, there are a number of May records for Nebraska
and even a few in very early Jun. Whether these are failed breeders, which can
depart breeding grounds very early, like Long-billed Curlews, or whether they
are later migrants from southwestern US wintering areas is conjectural. One
such was in Wayne Co 5 Jun (WF); there are 5 previous records 5-9 Jun.
Possible breeding birds were singles in Cherry Co 18 Jun (ERa) and Garden Co
2 Jul (BP photo).
Stilt Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common central fall migrant,
uncommon east and west.
Sanderling: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant.
Dunlin: This species migrates late in fall, as ads move south with juvs. One in Knox
Co 27 Jul (MB) was the earliest on record by two days; there are only 2 records
for Jul and 3 for Aug.
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Baird's Sandpiper: Two reports in mid-Jun add to the 15 previous such reports 1124 Jun: one at ConL 11 Jun (MW) and two in Clay Co 18 Jun (JGJ). These are
likely one-year-old non-breeders that did not complete migration.
Least Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant.
White-rumped Sandpiper: The 695 at a single location in western Cass Co 1 Jun
(LE) was a good count; spring highs, however, are 4000-7000 !
Buff-breasted Sandpiper: The only reports of this uncommon fall migrant were in
the east: up to 5 were at ConL 24-29 Jul (SKr, m. ob.), 4 were in two Knox Co
locations 27 Jul (MB), and 3 were in Sarpy Co 28 Jul (CNK).
Pectoral Sandpiper: One at ConL 3-4 Jul (R&KH, LE) was rather early; EEDs for
fall were 4-5 Jul.
Semipalmated Sandpiper: One at ConL 3 Jul (ERa) was rather early; previous fall
EEDs were 2-4 Jul.
Western Sandpiper: None were reported of this fairly common statewide fall
migrant; EEDs are 4-6 Jul.
Short-billed Dowitcher: Rather early fall migrants were 3-6 at ConL 3 Jul (ERa
details, R&KH). Previous early fall reports are 29 Jun and 9 Jul. According to
Jehl et al. (Birds of North America Online 2001) failed breeders begin to leave
the breeding range in late Jun.
Long-billed Dowitcher: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall
migrant.
Wilson's Snipe: Two at Jack Sinn 30 Jul (LE) were likely early migrants, although
breeding has occurred there.
American Woodcock: None were reported of this uncommon eastern and rare
central breeder.
Wilson's Phalarope: Reports were routine for this common, locally abundant,
statewide spring and fall migrant, and uncommon, locally common breeder
north-central and west, rare elsewhere.
Red-necked Phalarope: None were reported of this fairly common fall migrant west
and central, uncommon east; EEDs in fall are 22-28 Jul.
Franklin's Gull: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide summer visitor.
Ring-billed Gull: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide summer
visitor.
California Gull: As might be expected, the three reports were from LM, where it is
an uncommon summer visitor, 6-18 Jul. At least 2 ads and one imm were
present (LRu, JGJ, RSt).
Herring Gull: None were reported of this uncommon summer visitor at LM, less
than annual elsewhere.
Lesser Black-backed Gull: The only report was of an ad at LO 24 Jul (WK). In
Nebraska this species is essentially a spring and fall migrant; between 2 May
and Aug 24 there were only 8 previous records.
Least Tern: Generally this species is a sandbar specialist in major river drainages.
Thus unexpected were 2 at Hackberry L, CLNWR, 7 Jun (fide JGJ), although
they may have been migrants. Sightings at unexpected locations during
breeding season were of 2 on the South Platte River near Brule 20 Jun (VRo,
LCa), and 2 at BOL I Jul (LE). Two at Hamburg Bend, Otoe Co, on a
Missouri River chute sandbar 12 Jul (SMa, BR) were likely early migrants.

Caspian Tern: Only the 8th rec?rd in summer (11 Jun-9 Jul) away from LM (where
rare at this time) were of 2 m Dodge Co 29 Jun (RSa photo, KSh, GR).
Black Tern: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring and fall migrant.
Common Tern: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide spring and fall
migrant.
Forster's Tern: Reports away from breeding locations in summer (12 Jun-3 Jul for
this species), are few, and most are in the north and west. Such reports are rare
in the south and east, and so these are significant: 9 were at BOL 1 Jul (LE),
and 2 were at Yankee Hill Res, Lancaster Co, 3 Jul (SMa).
Rock Pigeon: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident.
Eurasian Collared-Dove: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident.
White-winged Dove: As this species continues to increase in Nebraska, summer
sightings are becoming almost routine. There were several reports of apparent
pairs, but none of nesting. Reports of two birds together were from Ogallala 6
Jun (JO), Mullen 2 Jul (BP), and Franklin Co 13-14 Jul (at least one present 29
Jun-14 Jul; GWa). Elsewhere, one, and possibly 3, were near Jackson, Dakota
Co, 20 Jun (BR), one was in Chapman, Merrick Co, 26 Jun (SM), two were at
Johnson L SRA, Gosper Co, 27 Jun (not identified as being together; K&HO),
I-2 separate birds were in Benkelman, Dundy Co, 29 Jun (JGJ) and 3 Jul (BP),
and one was at Iron Horse Park, Lincoln Co, 1 Jul (CLa).
Mourning Dove: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and
central, uncommon west.
Black-billed Cuckoo: The 13 reports statewide (m. ob.) were encouraging; recent
years have seen few reports.
Barn Owl: There were 3 reports, including two from the northeast, where this
species is least numerous. One southwest of Brady 6 Jun (TJW) was not
unexpected, but reports at Niobrara SP, Knox Co, 3 Jul (MLa) and near
Springview in Knox Co 10 Jun (Alo) were.
Eastern Screech-Owl: A veteran observer noted that he is not finding Eastern
Screech-Owls in Lancaster Co (LE); this situation may bear further scrutiny.
Great Horned Owl: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident.
Burrowing Owl: An excellent tally of 17, including several juvs, was made at the
two separate prairie-dog towns at Hultine WPA, Clay Co, 14 Jul (RSt). High
counts are 30-44 at single locations. Hultine WPA appears to be the
easternmost regular Nebraska breeding site for this species.
Barred Owl: Reports were routine of this fairly common eastern resident, rare
casual elsewhere.
Long-eared Owl: None were reported of this rare statewide resident.
Short-eared Owl: The only report was of an ad and a begging young bird at Agate
Fossil Beds NM, Sioux Co, 5 Jun (DHo); this is only the 9th documented
breeding record since 1960.
Northern Saw-whet Owl: An intriguing report was of one calling at PSP 4 Jul
(JHi); although eBird considered the report "Not Valid", there have been
several records of calling birds in southern Knox and Antelope Cos in recent
years.
Common Nighthawk: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
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Common Poorwill: Near the eastern edge of its breeding range in northern
Nebraska, none were heard 15 Jun in the NVP (CNK) where previously they
were regular; the fire of 20 I 2 may have altered the habitat for this species
(CNK).
Chuck-will's-widow: The area along River Road just northwest of Fairbury has a
good population of this species; 9 were counted on a survey there 15 Jun, 5 of
which were at the junction of 565 Ave and 717 Road (JG). Several observers
reported multiple birds in the area 15 Jun-6 Jul (m. ob.). The only other report
was from a regular Missouri River Valley site, ICSP, where one was calling 4
Jun (BP). Occurrence at Oak Glen WMA, Seward Co, is sporadic; a total of 6
have been reported there 2006-2016, but none this year (JG).
Eastern Whip-poor-will: This species is common along the Niobrara Valley west to
eastern Cherry Co; at least 40 were tallied at Thomas Creek WMA, Keya Paha
Co, 26 Jun (DH). Previous high summer counts were 9-30.
Chimney Swift: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and central,
uncommon west.
White-throated Swift: Reports were routine of this uncommon Panhandle breeder.
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Fall arrival was a little early; previous fall EEDs
were 16-19 Jul where no summering birds were detected, and so significant
were an imm in a Bellevue yard 10 Jul (EB), and another in an Omaha yard 13
Jul (RMa). All but two of the reports were from the east: one was in Adams Co
I Jun (LE), a presumed spring migrant, and another far to the west was one in
Scotts Bluff Co 30 Jul (MS fide KD). The latter is the 21st fall Panhandle
record, all in the period 22 Jul-18 Oct.
Broad-tailed Hummingbird: About the 16th fall record for the east was a fem at the
Jorgensen feeder in Lincoln 27-29 Jul (JGJ, m. ob.). First to arrive in the west
was a fem at the DeLara feeders 22 Jul (KD); EEDs are 3-9 Jul.
Rufous Hummingbird: A male in the DeLara yard 23 Jun was earliest on record for
fall by 9 days. EEDs are 11-12 Jul, but there are 4 previous records 3-9 Jul.
Easternmost report was of one in an Ogallala yard 30 Jul (JO).
Calliope Hummingbird: The two reports were from Scotts Bluff Co; singles were
in the DeLara yard 31 Jul (KD) and at the Smith residence 30 Jul (MS fide
KD). Fall EEDs are 13-14 Jul.
Belted Kingfisher: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder.
Lewis's Woodpecker: The only report was of one at the regular site below Sowbelly
Canyon, Sioux Co, 17 Jul (JM).
Red-headed Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and
central, uncommon west.
Red-bellied Woodpecker: In recent years this species has spread slowly west in the
North Platte Valley to Scotts Bluff Co; the only Panhandle report this summer
was of one near Broadwater, Morrill Co, 21 Jun (VRo, LCa). In the Niobrara
River Valley, it occurs west to the Valentine area; one was at Merritt Res,
Cherry Co, 12 Jul (KPi).
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: There are several previous late spring-early summer
reports as late as I Jul, but only 5 for Jun-Jul; thus unexpected was one at SCP
30 May-I Jun (JSS).
Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common resident east and
central, fairly common west.
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Hairy Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident.
Northern Flicker: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Pileated Woodpecker: Reports were, as expected, from locations in the Missouri
River Valley, north to DeSoto NWR, Washington Co, (DWi); the population at
FF may now be 5-6 individuals (AG).
American Kestrel: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder.
Peregrine Falcon: All reports were of resident pairs in Lincoln and Omaha.
Prairie Falcon: One at a prairie-dog town in southern Keya Paha Co 25 Jul (WF)
was likely an early easterly migrant; EEDs east of the breeding range are 23-26
Aug, but there is evidence for earlier eastward movement on the Great Plains.
Olive-sided Flycatcher: None were reported of this uncommon spring migrant east
and central, rare west. ELDs in spring are 14-16 Jun.
Western Wood-Pewee: The eastern range limit in the Niobrara River Valley is in
the area of the boundary junction of Brown, Rock, and Keya Paha Cos, and
especially the NVP. This summer a Western Wood-Pewee singing at Holt
Creek WMA, Keya Paha Co, 24 Jul responded to a Western Wood-Pewee tape
but not to an Eastern Wood-Pewee tape (WF, LR, RH). Along the North Platte
River Valley, singing Westerns are reported in summer each year in Lincoln
Co; this year one was observed on 6 Jun near Brady (TJW). One near
Gothenburg, Dawson Co, 4 Jun (DVe, A Ve) was likely an easterly migrant as
there are no summering records that far east in the Platte River Valley (yet).
One in Hitchcock Co 2 Jun (TJW) was also likely a migrant, although breeding
has occurred in Dundy Co. One at NNF Halsey 18 Jun was recorded (MR);
two were at the same location in 2015.
Eastern Wood-Pewee: One was westerly at Arcadia Diversion Dam, Custer Co, 17
Jul (WF). This species breeds regularly in the Valentine area; this summer
there were multiple reports from Fort Niobrara NWR 21 Jun-13 Jul (m. ob.),
and 2 were at the Valentine City Park 19 Jun (ERa).
Acadian Flycatcher: This species is consolidating its southeastern Nebraska range
and expanding slightly; singles at Neale Woods, Douglas and Washington Cos,
23 and 25 Jun (JR), and one singing at WP, Lancaster Co, through the period
(m. ob.) were the outliers.
Alder Flycatcher: Singles barely made it into each end of the period; one was at
SCP I Jun (JSS) and another vocal bird was rather early there 28 Jul (ZWa).
ELDs in spring are 4-5 Jun and EEDs in fall are 21-30 Jul.
Willow Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this uncommon breeder statewide
except southwest.
Least Flycatcher: Last in spring were 5 along the Niobrara River east of Norden
Road, Brown Co, 10 Jun (Alo), a location where breeding might occur, and
first in fall 27 Jul in Knox Co (MB). Late spring and early fall dates for
migrants are not clear-cut, but are likely around 10 Jun and 10 Jul. The
breeding status of Least Flycatcher in Nebraska is unclear; there are no
confirmed breeding reports (Mollhoff: Nebraska Breeding Bird Atlas 2016).
Cordilleran Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this uncommon northwestern
breeder.
Eastern Phoebe: In the western third of Nebraska this species is rare, restricted
mostly to the Pine Ridge, Republican River Valley, and the Platte River
Valleys west to Keith Co. Reports in the western Sandhills are few;
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westernmost this summer were singles in Thomas Co 20 Jun (WF) and Custer
Co 5 Jun (TJW). The only Pine Ridge report was of one south of Chadron in
Dawes Co 9 Jul (KVS).
Say's Phoebe: Easternmost report was of an apparently-nesting pair on a bridge in
Howard Co 8 Jul (WF). This species is uncommon in the east half of the state,
and occurs only rarely east to Howard and Hall Cos in the Platte River Valley.
Great Crested Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this common eastern breeder,
locally common central, and uncommon west.
Cassin's Kingbird: The 14 in canyons south of Redington 2 Jun (JGJ) was an
excellent summer tally; previous highs were 10-19.
Western Kingbird: Reports were routine of this common breeder west and central,
fairly common east.
Eastern Kingbird: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: As has become the norm in recent years in southern
Nebraska, this species was reported from three locations, and there were
nesting pairs in two of those locations. A pair was nesting in Pawnee Co at
their last year's site at 626 Ave and 710 Trail 4-6 Jun; a different male and a
different fem were in the area also (SQ, LF, BP, BHe, MW). There were no
subsequent reports, however. Another pair nested west of Lincoln on Denton
Rd at SW 31st St. beginning 13 Jun (JG); the fem was incubating 29 Jun (LE),
4 "fuzzy" nestlings were there 8 Jul (SSc), and 3 well-feathered nestlings were
being fed 18 Jul (NR) but apparently left the nest the same day (JG). The only
other report was of one in Gosper Co 15 Jun (RSt).
Loggerhead Shrike: Loss of habitat (roadside thickets) was suggested as a reason
why for the first time in several years none were found on a BBS route in
Custer and Lincoln Cos 5 Jun (TJW).
White-eyed Vireo: Following two spring reports in the Douglas-Sarpy Cos area,
two more were reported in early Jun. One was northwesterly at Cornell Bridge
near Valentine 10 Jun (GW fide JGJ); the other was at FF 18 Jun (JR), possibly
the bird that was there 26 Apr-17 May (Spring Report). There are now single
records from Knox, Cherry, and Lincoln Cos, but only 8 records for Jun-Aug
since 1976.
Bell's Vireo: This species is a rare, edge of range breeder in the Panhandle and so
these reports are of interest: singles were at CLNWR and Ash Hollow SHP,
both in Garden Co, 25 Jun (JB).
Yellow-throated Vireo: This species is less-than-annual west of the Missouri River
confluence with the Niobrara River, with fewer than 10 such reports. Thus
significant was one seen well just east of Norden Bridge, Brown Co, 10 Jun
(CNK, Ela). Only the second fall record for the Panhandle was one heard and
seen singing in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 18 Jul (JM).
Plumbeous Vireo: Reports were routine of this uncommon Pine Ridge breeder.
Blue-headed Vireo: None were reported of this uncommon spring migrant east, rare
casual central. ELDs for spring are 6-12 Jun.
Warbling Vireo: Two subspecies occur in Nebraska, western Vireo gilvus brewsteri
in the Panhandle, and eastern V. g. gilvus over most of the rest of the state. The
identity of birds in the west-central is unclear, although birds in Keith Co are
thought to be V. g. gilvus, as it breeds along the South Platte River into
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northeastern Colorado (Ted Floyd: http://blog.aba.org/2011/06/pieplow-mademe-do-it.html). This summer, 2 V. g. gilvus were at LO 24 Jul (WK).
Red-eyed Vireo: Reports were routine of this common breeder east, central, and
northwest, rare casual Panhandle south of South Platte River.
Blue Jay: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and central, fairly
common west.
Black-billed Magpie: All reports were from traditional locations where this species
has been found in recent years. Easternmost was one at Ft Kearny SHP,
Kearney Co, 21 Jun (RLo ).
American Crow: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident.
Horned Lark: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Purple Martin: This species is rare as far west as Cherry Co; only the 6th record is
of one in Valentine 19 Jun (ERa). Purple Martins are reasonably common west
to Ainsworth. The westerly colony in Benkelman, Dundy Co, continues with
20-25 birds 29 Jun (JGJ) and 3 Jul (BP); the species breeds throughout the
Republican River Valley. The huge annual Omaha roost was getting underway
by the end of Jul, when 100+ were present (JR).
Tree Swallow: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder,
uncommon southwest and southern Panhandle.
Violet-green Swallow: Somewhat easterly was a probable migrant near Whiteclay,
Sheridan Co, 1 Jun (PMH); breeding is not known on the Pine Ridge east of
Dawes Co.
Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Reports were routine of this common statewide
breeder.
Bank Swallow: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and central,
uncommon west.
Cliff Swallow: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide breeder.
Barn Swallow: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Black-capped Chickadee: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide
resident.
Tufted Titmouse: This species is mostly associated with counties bordering the
Missouri River, with only small numbers west of there. There is a small
population in Jefferson Co, with most reports from Rose Creek WMA and
Flathead WMA. This summer singles were at Rose Creek WMA 27 Jul (TJW)
and Flathead WMA 23 Jun (CNK). These are only the 5th and 6th reports
overall from Jefferson Co.
Red-breasted Nuthatch: One in Buffalo Co 26 Jun (BBr photo) was a surprise;
there are several incidences away from traditional breeding areas of this species
lingering for some time where it wintered, sometimes resulting in a nesting
effort.
White-breasted Nuthatch: This species (eastern subspecies) occurs regularly west
in the Niobrara River Valley to the Valentine area; one was at the City Park 19
Jun (ERa) and another at Merritt Res 12 Jul (KPi). Reports are few west of LM
in the North Platte Valley; singles were in Morrill Co 21 Jun (VRo, LCa) and
Scotts Bluff Co 26 Jun (VRo, LCa).
Pygmy Nuthatch: Reports were routine of this common western resident, rare
casual north.
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Brown Creeper: The only report was of one at FF 18 Jun (JR), presumably one of
the birds reported nesting there in spring (Spring Report).
Rock Wren: Reports were routine of this common breeder west and west-central,
rare east-central, rare casual east.
House Wren: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Sedge Wren: ELDs for spring are 2-6 Jun, although it is difficult to understand late
May-early Jun sightings of this species, especially singing birds. The latter
may still be moving north, but recent years have seen an increase of Jun records
in the east where previously this species was only a rare breeder. This summer
there were multiple records of singing Sedge Wrens in eastern Nebraska
suggestive of possible breeders: one singing persistently in Madison Co 3 Jun
and other singers in Wayne Co 4-9 Jun (WF), 3 in Knox Co 12-13 Jun (EJo), 8
calling birds in Holt Co 18 Jun (DH), one singing in Burt Co 22 Jun (SMa), one
in Stanton Co 25 Jun (DH), two in Douglas Co 1 Jul (JR), and one at LSWNP 4
Jul (TG). Presumed migrants were westerly singles in Cherry Co 5 Jun (DH)
and Sheridan Co 7 Jun (CNK). In mid-Jul, Sedge Wrens return in good
numbers and often breed in fall. A rather early returnee was one in Wheeler Co
8 Jul (WF); EEDs for fall are 8-10 Jul.
Marsh Wren: This species exhibits the same fall early arrival behavior as Sedge
Wren, although perhaps not as noticeably. Of interest is the observation that
birds involved in this behavior and not present during May-Jun that have had
song type reported are of the eastern song type, presumably Cistothorus
palustris palustris. There are locations in Holt and Rock Cos where both song
types occur, although in these locations eastern song types are few (4 birds out
of 102 total). At Spencer Dam, Holt Co, two western-type singers were heard
23 Jul (WF); these were at the eastern edge of the western song type range.
Carolina Wren: One nest-building in Bellevue 24 Jul (KCR) may have been on its
second or even third nesting round. One in North Platte 22 Jul was the
observer's first there since early Sep 2013 (TJW), although another (same
bird?) was photographed a few days later on 29 Jul in a rural Lincoln Co yard
(VC). Another westerly bird was in Dawson Co 18 Jul (JHa), and one in
Franklin Co 29 Jun (GWa) was westerly in the Republican River Valley, where
reports west of there and Harlan Co are rare.
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: This species is least common in the Sandhills, but is
expanding westward in the Niobrara River Valley and northwest. Two were at
Ft Niobrara NWR, Cherry Co, 13 Jul (EWo), one was near Johnstown, Brown
Co, 9 Jun (EJa), and another at John Emerson WMA, Holt Co, 29 Jul (SSc).
There arc accumulating Keith Co reports; 3-4 were counted at CPBS 15-16 Jul
(RSt). Three south of Redington 2 Jun suggested eastward expansion in the
Wildcat Hills (JGJ).
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One was singing on Chadron State College campus, Dawes
Co, 3 Jun (MLe); ELDs for spring are 28-29 May, but there are 3 previous
reports for Jun, all in the northwest.
Eastern Bluebird: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and central,
uncommon west.
Mountain Bluebird: Reports were routine of this fairly common western breeder.
Townsend's Solitaire: The only report was of one at NNF Halsey 18 Jun; it was
heard as a background singer in a Western Wood-Pewee recording ML 515864
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(MR); this recording can be found in the Macauley Library at
http://macaulaylibrary.org/audio/5 l 5864. There are no confirmed records of
breeding in Nebraska, but there are several reports of territorial birds (Mollhoff:
Nebraska Breeding Bird Atlas 2016).
Veery: None were reported of this rare spring migrant east and west, rare casual
central. ELDs in spring are 5-7 Jun.
Gray-cheeked Thrush: None were reported of this uncommon spring migrant east,
rare central, and rare casual west. ELDs in spring are 3-6 Jun.
Swainson's Thrush: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant.
ELDs in spring are 6-7 Jun in the south and east and 17-19 Jun in the north and
west.
Hermit Thrush: None were reported of this uncommon spring migrant east and
central, rare west. ELDs in spring away from the east are 2-4 Jun.
Wood Thrush: Reports were routine of this uncommon breeder east and north.
American Robin: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Gray Catbird: A cautionary note: one in Valley Co 29 Jun was imitating a Willow
Flycatcher's "fitz-bew" song (WF).
Brown Thrasher: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Sage Thrasher: An apparent family group of 4 was at Toadstool Geologic Park,
Sioux Co, 9 Jun (J&LS); a single bird was photographed there I Jun (BS fide
RB). These reports, along with a spring sighting in the area 23 May (MW
photo, WRS), suggest successful breeding occurred. There is only one
confirmed record of breeding, in western Kimball Co in 2009.
Northern Mockingbird: This species is a rare breeder north of counties in the Platte
and North Platte River Valleys, thus significant were reports of singles at
Thomas Creek WMA, Keya Paha Co, I Jun (]Sc), Fort Robinson, Dawes Co, 2
Jun (RB), and Dakota Co 11 Jun (BFH).
European Starling: Reports were routine of this common regular resident statewide,
uncommon northwest.
Cedar Waxwing: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder east and
central, uncommon west.
Chestnut-collared Longspur: This species breeds east in northern Nebraska to
Keya Paha and Holt Cos, where traditional sites in the Springview and O'Neill
areas have been occupied for several years. This year, 6 were found a mile
west of Springview 24 Jul (LR, RH, WF), but a previously unreported site is 5
miles west of Norden, where one was found 18 Jun (MH).
McCown's Longspur: An ad with two fledglings was seen in Kimball Co 18 Jun
(KO); there are few such reports.
Ovenbird: This species breeds regularly in the east and north, although with few
reports in the central Niobrara Valley between Valentine and the Pine Ridge
and no proven breeding elsewhere (Mollhoff: Nebraska Breeding Bird Atlas
2016). One was at CPBS 16 Jul (RSt); although there is no evidence for
nesting at this location, several birds with brood patches have been netted there
2 Jul-7 Aug in past years (Brown et al.: Journal of Field Ornithology 2014 ).
Louisiana Waterthrush: This species often uses streams in inhospitable locations; a
territory at FF may have had nestlings l Jun although the tall nettles and
mosquitos were rather daunting to the observer (CNK); interestingly, this
territory, which appears to include water running along the railroad tracks near
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Gifford Road, may have been in use for some 30 years. It was described by
Paul Bedell in 1982 (Nebraska Bird Review, Vol 50, No 4 ). Additional reports
were from known or expected locations north to Neale Woods and west to
Jefferson Co (m. ob.). Unexpected, however, was one in the Bow Creek
drainage in northeast Nebraska 22 Jul (WF); this location is about 20 miles
west of PSP, the nearest breeding area. It was not found 24 Jul (JJ, SSc) and
was likely a dispersing fall migrant; there are a few spring and fall records from
extreme southeastern South Dakota.
Black-and-white Warbler: Evidence for breeding in the Missouri River Valley is
poor, but there are reports over the years that suggest it may occur, mostly in
Sarpy Co. This spring, however, there were unprecedented reports away from
the Missouri River Valley in the southeast of single birds from Johnson Co,
where one was seen 20 Jun (SQ), and Lancaster Co, where one was seen 17 Jul
(MW).
Prothonotary Warbler: The only report was of a pair delivering food to a nest box
at FF 7 Jun (SSc ). These birds had been there in spring at this now-regular
breeding site.
Tennessee Warbler: None were reported of this common spring migrant east,
uncommon central, rare west. Spring ELDs are 10-11 Jun.
MacGillivray's Warbler: None were reported of this uncommon spring migrant
west, rare casual elsewhere. Spring ELDs are 3-8 Jun.
Mourning Warbler: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant east,
uncommon central, rare casual west. Spring ELDs are 12-15 Jun.
Kentucky Warbler: Reports were routine of this uncommon eastern breeder.
Common Yellowthroat: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Hooded Warbler: A single at FF 17 Jun (JR) was the 7th record for Jun. ELDs in
spring are 28-31 May.
American Redstart: Reports were routine of this common breeder north, northwest,
and east.
Cerulean Warbler: None were reported of this rare casual eastern breeder, despite a
"flurry" of spring reports, latest of which was 24 May.
Northern Parula: Reports were routine of this uncommon eastern breeder.
Magnolia Warbler: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant east,
uncommon central, rare casual west. Spring ELDs are 4 Jun (3 times).
Blackburnian Warbler: Only the 3rd Jun record for the state was one at FF 17 Jun
(JR). ELDs for spring are 30-31 May.
Yellow Warbler: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Chestnut-sided Warbler: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant
east, uncommon central, rare casual west. Spring ELDs are 5-8 Jun.
Blackpoll Warbler: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant east
and central, uncommon west. Spring ELDs are 4-7 Jun.
Yellow-rumped (Audubon's) Warbler: None were reported of this uncommon
western breeder.
Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: None were reported of this common statewide
migrant. ELDs are 10-15 Jun in the north and west, 1-2 Jun elsewhere.
Yellow-throated Warbler: None were reported of this uncommon eastern breeder;
last spring report was 14 May.
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Black-throated Green Warbler: A tardy bird was heard at FF 8-11 Jun (JR); this is
only the 3rd, and latest, Jun record for Nebraska.
Yellow-breasted Chat: There were two reports from the east, where this species is
less-than-annual: one away from the Niobrara River Valley 5 Jul was
unexpected there for Knox Co (MB), and a more unexpected sighting was of
one well-seen at Boyer Chute NWR, Washington Co, 5 Jul (DL). The latter is
only the 10th report from the east since 1980.
Green-tailed Towhee: None were reported of this rare western spring migrant.
Spring ELDs are 4-7 Jun.
Spotted Towhee: This species breeds statewide except for the southeast; reports
from there were of singles in Seward Co 19 Jun (RSt), Clay Co 14 Jul (RSt),
two in Jefferson Co 27 Jul (TJW), and three reports from SCP, Lancaster Co, 123 Jun (JSS, RSt). The incidence of introgressants in the southeast is fairly
high; birds should be carefully studied or heard well before being identified as
"pure" individuals of either species.
Eastern Towhee: In the eastern third of Nebraska away from the south and east
hybrids are common and phenotypic Easterns are often reported, most of which
are probably introgressants. Reports this summer were west to Fort Niobrara,
where 2 were found 14 Jul (KFr), and Frontier Co, where 3 singles were
reported 21-26 Jun (TJW, WF).
Cassin's Sparrow: Reports of this rare and erratic breeder were as expected from
the southwest: singles were in Perkins Co 15 Jun (RSt) and Hitchcock Co 1
Jun, likely the same bird that was seen there 25 May (TJW).
Chipping Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder,
uncommon southwest.
Brewer's Sparrow: None were reported of this fairly common western Panhandle
breeder.
Field Sparrow: The only report from the Panhandle, where Field Sparrow is a rare
breeder, was of one at Agate Fossil Beds NM, Sioux Co, I Jun (DHo); this was
probably a tardy migrant, as there were several Panhandle reports during May.
Vesper Sparrow: This species is a common breeder in the north and northwest as
well as in the northeast; in the east it is gradually spreading westward and
southward. Reports in the breeding season from the south, especially south of
the Platte River Valley, are still scarce. There were these this summer: 2 in
Adams Co 6 Jun (RSt), singles in Hall Co 22 Jul (DRy), Lancaster Co 13 Jun
(BSc), and Johnson Co 20 Jun (SQ), 4 in Webster Co 14 Jul (GWa), and one in
Franklin Co 29 Jun (GWa).
Lark Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common breeder north and west,
uncommon south and east.
Lark Bunting: One was easterly in Franklin Co 29 Jun (GWa); this species is rare in
east-central Nebraska.
Savannah Sparrow: This species is a locally common breeder in the west, usually
in small colonies in damp areas. One was singing at the Chet and Mary
Fleisbach WMA, Morrill Co, 2 Jun (JGJ photo). Surprising was one at Pawnee
Prairie WMA, Pawnee Co, 6 Jun (SQ); this is the 4th Jun-Jul report in the east,
where breeding is unknown.
Grasshopper Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
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Henslow's Sparrow: Most of the reports are from the regular location at SCP,
where as many as 12 (RSt) were found 21 Jun-28 Jul (m. ob.). Elsewhere,
singles were reported at Yankee Hill WMA, Lancaster Co, 25 Jun (MW) and 3
Jul (SMa), and one was heard at Pawnee Rd and 78th St in Omaha 11 Jun (BP).
Song Sparrow: This species is least common as a breeder in the Sandhills and
southwest; singles were in Red Willow Co 26 Jun (WF) and Furnas Co I Jul
(WF).
Swamp Sparrow: There are few summer reports in the southeast, likely due to lack
of suitable cattail habitat. There are a few reports, however, including one this
spring at Bennington L, Douglas Co, 30 Jul (LFe).
Harris's Sparrow: One in Cuming Co 7 Jun (LE photo) was tardy; spring ELDs are
9-10 Jun.
Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: None were reported of this fairly common
northern Panhandle resident.
Summer Tanager: Reports in Jun-Jul away from the Missouri River Valley in the
southeast are few; of 5 such reports, 4 were this summer: 1-2 at Rose Creek
WMA, Jefferson Co, 3-4 Jun (SSc, MW), one at Rock Creek SHP, Jefferson
Co, 12 Jun (SSc), and one at Twin Oaks WMA, Johnson Co, 12 Jul (SSc,
WRS).
Scarlet Tanager: Reports were routine of this uncommon breeder east and north.
Western Tanager: Reports were routine of this fairly common northwestern
breeder.
Northern Cardinal: The Scotts Bluff Co population continues, with 2 in a Mitchell
yard 7 Jul where none had been seen for two months (KD), and 2 along the
North Platte River south ofMorrill 26 Jun (VRo, LCa). Elsewhere in the North
Platte Valley, singles were at Bridgeport SRA, Morrill Co, 21 Jun (VRo, LCa)
and Ash Hollow SHP, Garden Co, 25 Jun (JB).
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Westernmost was one in Ogallala 6 Jun (JO); there are
now 11 Jun dates for this species from the western half of the state. An
indication of the degree of introgression that occurs at the range boundaries of
this species and Black-headed Grosbeak was the angry response and
appearance by a previously unseen phenotypic Rose-breasted to a Black-headed
tape 4 Jul in Gosper Co (WF).
Black-headed Grosbeak: Reports were routine of this common regular breeder west
and south, uncommon north, rare casual east.
Blue Grosbeak: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide breeder.
Lazuli Bunting: Reports were routine of this uncommon western breeder.
Indigo Bunting: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and central,
uncommon west.
Dickcissel: This species is rare and erratic in the Panhandle, although there were 3
reports: singles in Sioux Co 3 Jun (DHo) and in Garden Co 2 Jul (BP), and 3 in
Cheyenne Co 5 Jul (WWH).
Bobolink: Reports were routine of this common breeder north, uncommon south.
Red-winged Blackbird: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide breeder.
Eastern Meadowlark: The main stronghold of this species in Nebraska is the
southeast, roughly bounded to the northwest by a line from Sioux City to
Holdrege. Elsewhere, the distribution is complicated and patchy but essentially
statewide although with low numbers or absence in the southwest, southern
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Panhandle, and most of the Sandhills, where pockets occur in some high water
table meadow areas. Surprisingly, from the North Platte River north in the
Panhandle, records are fairly numerous, but there are very few RWB records.
Reports this summer reflect this distribution (m. ob.).
Western Meadowlark: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide breeder.
Yellow-headed Blackbird: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Brewer's Blackbird: Reports were routine of this common northwestern breeder.
Common Grackle: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide breeder.
Great-tailed Grackle: Expansion of this species in Nebraska has essentially
followed major river valleys westward (Platte, North and South Plattes, and the
Niobrara region from Sioux City to Valentine), as well as the western edge of
the Sandhills and the 1-80 corridor from Omaha to Grand Island. Fewest
reports are from the extreme south, notably the Republican River Valley, most
of the Sandhills, and much of the northeast. Reports from the areas of lowest
numbers included, in the central Sandhills, 3 at Stapleton, Logan Co, 21 Jun
(WF) and one in Grant Co 6 Jun (CNK) and, in the south, singles in Imperial,
Chase Co, 3 Jul (BP) and in Franklin Co 29 Jun (GWa).
Brown-headed Cowbird: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Orchard Oriole: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Bullock's Oriole: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder west and
extreme west-central.
Baltimore x Bullock's Oriole: Only two were reported; one in the known hybrid
zone in the eastern Panhandle and extreme west-central, but the other a little
easterly. One in Kimball Co 18 Jun was described as "one male, mostly
Bullock's-looking except for dark face and cheeks, typical for around here"
(KD), while easterly was one in southwestern Custer Co 5 Jun that "came in
very nicely to a Bullock's Oriole song played on my phone - was a lighter
orange than most male Baltimores but had full black hood" (TJW).
Baltimore Oriole: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and central,
uncommon west.
House Finch: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Red Crossbill: The only report was of two in Carter Canyon, Scotts Bluff Co, 26
Jun (GRi), a not unexpected summer location.
Pine Siskin: Reports were routine of this common western breeder, rare casual
elsewhere.
Lesser Goldfinch: Surprisingly, none were reported of this uncommon western
summer visitor and less-than-annual Panhandle breeder.
American Goldfinch: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
House Sparrow: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide breeder.

